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Robbins House Interpretive Center 

for Concord’s African American & 

Abolitionist History 

December 2012 

 

Dear Neighbor, 

 

The stories of Concord’s earliest residents of African descent have never had a home. 

The Robbins House – home to the African American families descended from 

slavery survivor and Revolutionary War veteran Caesar Robbins – is ready to speak. 

We hope you’ll help give it a voice.  

 

Saved from demolition, the Robbins House now sits across the street from the Old 

North Bridge, appropriate to Caesar’s service in the American Revolution. It is being 

restored as an African American & Abolitionist Interpretive Center and will be seen 

by 1 million people a year! We have an extraordinary opportunity to touch visitors 

with Concord’s earliest African experiences from the Revolutionary War through the 

Civil War era and beyond. 

 

We are ready to begin designing and building displays, but we don’t have 

funding for this. Your donation will help the Robbins House Interpretive Center 

come alive as we create interactive exhibits of the Robbins/Hutchinson families who 

lived in this house, including: 

 

 Peter Robbins, who worked as a farmer and woodcutter to feed and clothe 

his 13 children. 

 Susan Robbins Garrison, who hosted the Concord Female Antislavery 

Association’s second meeting in 1837. 

 Jack Garrison, a “fugitive” slavery survivor and the only early Concord 

resident of African descent recorded with a picture used to advocate 

antislavery in the 1860s.  

 John Garrison, a town employee and gardener for the Manse who worked 

alongside Henry David Thoreau to plant the Hawthorne’s wedding garden. 

 Ellen Garrison, who walked hand-in-hand with white classmate Abba 

Prescott at age 12 in a courageous move to integrate Concord’s bicentennial 

parade in 1835. 

 Peter Hutchinson, the last owner of the house, and one of the first African 

Americans to vote in Concord; Ralph Waldo Emerson immortalized him in 

his poem, “Peter’s Field.” 

 

What a difference your donation will make in telling this missing chapter in 

Concord’s history! 

 

Thank you for your support, 

 

 

Maria Madison, President  

 

P.S. Please contact us if you'd like a tour of the Robbins House. Donations are tax-

deductible and can be sent by mail or made securely online through our website.
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The Drinking Gourd 

Project’s mission is to 

establish a permanent  

African American and 

Abolitionist Interpretation 

Center in Concord,  

to provide a map and  

tour of this history, and 

educational resources  

for schools and 

community groups. 

Here’s what you’ve 
helped us do over  
the last two years! 

 
Preservation  
of the Robbins House 

Funded in part by Concord 

Community Preservation Act grants 

(CPC funding may only be used for 

Preservation, Adaptation and 

Restoration – not to establish 

exhibits.)  

Move the Robbins House closer to 

its original location, across the street 

from the North Bridge and Old Manse 

– where it will receive 1 million 

visitors annually! (photo) 

Toni Morrison Bench by the Road: 
Awarded in 2011 (photo) 

www.tonimorrisonsociety.com 

Restoration: Returning to original-

sized 6/9 pane windows, a central 

chimney of donated early 19
th
 century 

hand-molded bricks, original floor 

plan, with original lath and plaster 

revealed. (Funded in part by the 

National Trust for Historic 

Preservation 1772 Foundation.) 

Historic Landscape: Clearing 

invasive plants and non-native trees 

and introducing period plants, outdoor 

benches, and a stone path.  

Dendrochronology: Wood samples 

tentatively date the house to the early 

1820s, corresponding with the 1822 

death of Caesar Robbins, and the 1823 

record of his son Peters’ deed to a 

house overlooking the Great 

Meadows. (photo: Core sample 

mounted and prepared for ring 

analysis) 

Paint Analysis: Determined that the 

outside of the Robbins house was 

never painted, one inside room was 

painted ocher, and the other room left 

unpainted until a post-1850 white 

paint. (photo: Blue ultraviolet light 

reveals the sparkle of zinc, used after 

1850) 

 

 

 

 

 
Interpreting Concord’s 
African American History  

Funded in part by grants from the 

Sudbury Foundation, MetroWest 

Foundation, MassHumanities and the 

NTHP Cynthia Woods Mitchell Fund 

for Historic Interiors 

Brister Freeman Home Site: 

Commemorated Brister Freeman’s 

home site in the Town Forest with a 

2011 boulder bench engraved with a 

quote from Henry David Thoreau’s 

Former Inhabitants chapter of 

Walden. (photo) 

Research Intern: Working with DPG 

historian Robert Gross to research the 

regional connections of Concord’s 

African Americans, funded by a grant 

from Mass Humanities. 

 

Interpretive Plan Workshops: Two 

large Interpretation Workshops 

involved our Advisory Board 

Members, stakeholders and 

community members. We now have 

an Interpretation Plan in place. (photo) 

Living Descendant of Colonial 

Concord African Americans: Denise 

Dennis (thedennisfarm.com) recently 

learned her Concord ancestors were 

married in the office of Abiel 

Heywood on Lexington Street. (photo: 

Denise Dennis in Heywood doorway). 

Rivers & Revolutions: Working with 

students from the Concord-Carlisle 

High School’s innovative Rivers & 

Revolutions program to create a tour 

for class visits to the Robbins House 

Interpretive Center. 

Panels, Discussions & Tours: 
Participated in panels on Concord’s 

slavery and antislavery history with 

the Thoreau Society and the Concord 

Historical Collaborative. Walking 

tours are available through our 

website, and Underground Railroad 

bicycle tours with Concord Bike 

Tours (www.concordbiketours.com). 
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